Cristyn Madley is the founder and Executive Director of Families for Families (F4F), a grassroots organization that blossomed from her kitchen table into a nonprofit transforming lives across Northern New Jersey. A dedicated mother of four daughters—Rachel, Savannah, Jessica, and Erica—Cristyn founded F4F alongside her children in 2014, all of whom now serve on the organization's board of directors.
Before dedicating herself full-time to F4F, Cristyn was a home childcare provider for 28 years, nurturing countless children while raising her own family. This experience deeply informed her understanding of family needs and the importance of stable, supportive environments for child development.
Cristyn's inspiration stems from her own upbringing by a single mother with limited income who nonetheless instilled in her the importance of giving back. Determined to pass these values to her daughters, Cristyn and her daughters created F4F when they learned that Hilltop Haven Family Shelter needed help providing holiday gifts for residents. Within just two hours of reaching out to their community, they had secured sponsors for 40 families—a moment that sparked what would become their life's mission.
What began as a single holiday program has evolved into a recognized 501(c)(3) organization operating from a 3,300-square-foot donation center, with 17 distinct programs serving families transitioning from homelessness to permanent housing. 
The organization's signature initiative, "Furnishing Great Starts," launched in 2019 when the organization recognized that families securing housing after homelessness often moved into empty apartments and did not have the financial means to purchase needed items like furniture and household goods. By rescuing furniture from landfills and coordinating donations, the program provides essential furniture and housewares that transform empty spaces into homes. In 2022, F4F consolidated its operations into a 3,000-square-foot facility where client families can "shop" for items at no cost, preserving their dignity and choice in the process. 
Beyond material support, Cristyn emphasizes that the relationships built with client families are crucial to F4F's ultimate goal of helping families maintain stable housing. This relationship-centered approach has allowed Families for Families to help 420 families—primarily single mothers and their children, many escaping domestic violence—establish stable homes and work toward self-sufficiency since 2019. The organization continues to embody its founding principle: that families helping families creates the strongest foundation for positive change in communities.

